Abuse of persons with mental retardation: characteristics of the abused, the abusers, and the informers.
Data from confirmed incidents of abuse in public residential facilities were analyzed. Among the findings were that the number of confirmed incidents of abuse were relatively small, that direct care staff members committed and reported most incidents of abuse, and that most incidents of abuse occurred on the second shift. Abused residents were similar to the general resident population on basic demographic variables, but more abused residents were in the upper IQ and adaptive behavior levels. Abuse committers were more often males than females. Some tentative recommendations were given for reducing resident abuse in public residential facilities.